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03.07 SHORT FILM DEVELOPMENT (PILOT) 

〉 Increasing the production of quality short films by 
supporting South Australian writers to develop 
creative and original short screenplays. 

what is the 
scheme? 

The intention of the Short Film Script Development (pilot) fund is to develop quality 
projects by providing talented emerging writers the environment to work openly and 
collaboratively with professional story developers to enhance their script.   

what projects  
are eligible? 
 

Eligible projects include those that meet all of the following criteria: 
⁄ be a short live-action drama under 25 minutes in length, with a preference for 

screenplays under 15 minutes (in order to secure screenings at major international 
festivals). 

⁄ not be optioned or assigned to any director or producer (the South Australian Film 
Corporation will assist projects to attach appropriately skilled directors and 
producers at the end of the program). 

⁄ have the potential to be produced through the South Australian Film Corporation 
Short Film Fund (although entry into this development fund does not guarantee any 
other production funding) 

who is 
eligible? 
 

In addition to the eligibility criteria detailed in the General Guidelines, eligible applicants 
must: 
⁄ be a South Australian-based writer or writer/director 
⁄ be the originator of the script or treatment or the holder of the copyright or have an 

option on all relevant rights in the project; and must be able to deal in the rights for 
the project. 

⁄ be able to demonstrate an option on the work with the right to deal in the work for a 
minimum of two years, renewable for a further extended period of two years. 

what is 
offered? 
 

The South Australian Film Corporation provides up to $2,000 in development investment 
to the writer to develop a scene breakdown and up to three drafts of the screenplay with 
the assistance of an SAFC appointed script developer. 
The South Australian Film Corporation will endeavour to match completed scripts with 
appropriately credentialed Producers and Directors upon completion of the development 
phase. 

what special 
conditions 
apply? 

⁄ This fund is not an entry-level program. 
⁄ It is expected that writers have engaged with screenwriting previously but may not 

have works produced.  However published novelists or produced playwrights are 
encouraged to apply. Writer/director applicants must have directed at least one (1) 
non-student short film. 

⁄ Up to two (2) screenplays in standard industry layout will be accepted from each 
applicant per round. 

⁄ Development funds are made available as a development investment. 
Recoupment of the development investment, and a 10% premium, must be paid to 
the South Australian Film Corporation on first day of principle photography. The 
South Australian Film Corporation will consider converting its development 
investment to equity investment should the project go into production. 

⁄ The South Australian Film Corporation will take a small share in the present and 
future copyright in the work until the investment is repaid, at which point the SAFC 
will reassign its interest. 
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⁄ The South Australian Film Corporation reserves the right to attach credentialed 
producers and directors to the project with meaningful consultation from the writer 
upon completion of the development phase. The writer may not assign the rights to 
any third party without prior approval of the SAFC. 

⁄ Full-time students are not eligible to apply. Part-time and post graduate students 
are eligible only where the film does not form part of the assessable material for 
the course. 

how do I 
apply? 
 

The application process is detailed in the General Guidelines.  
After reading the General Guidelines and confirming eligibility, applicants are asked to 
discuss their applications with an Industry Development and Production project officer 
prior to submitting an application. 
Application forms are available online at www.safilm.com.au. 

when can I 
apply? 

Short Film Development funding applications will be considered on a rounds basis as 
follows: 
⁄ minimum of one (1)  round per year 
⁄ Applicants are encourage to visit www.safilm.com.au for the round date. 

where do I 
submit my 
application? 

South Australian Film Corporation 
3 Butler Drive 
Hendon South Australia 5014 

where can I 
find more 
information? 

⁄ Read the South Australian Film Corporation General Guidelines 
⁄ Visit www.safilm.com.au 
⁄ Contact an Industry Development and Production project officer on 

+61 8 8348 9300 

 
 
 

The fine print 
As with all South Australian Film Corporation programs, the following guidelines must be read in conjunction with the South Australian 
Film Corporation General Guidelines, Terms of Trade and application form. Applicants are required to discuss their applications with a 
South Australian Film Corporation project officer prior to submitting an application.  
General Guidelines and application forms can be found at www.safilm.com.au 
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